
A.   Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF 

EDUCATION – 6 August 2015 

 

The Washington County Board of Education met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. on 6 August 

2015 in the Board Room of the Central Office.  Those present were Chairman Todd Ganger,  

Clarence Mabe, Keith Ervin, Mary Lo Silvers, Phillip McLain, David Hammond, Annette 

Buchanan and Mike Masters.   

 

Mr. Ganger called the meeting to order. 

 

Chairman Ganger identified board member Clarence Mabe who was joining the meeting by 

means of Facetime. 

 

After a moment of silence, Mr. McLain led the pledge to the flag. 

 

Mr. Ganger welcomed guests and recognized school administrators that were present.   

 

Mr. Ervin moved for approval of the meeting agenda.  Mr. McLain seconded the motion which 

carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the consent agenda.  Mr. Leonard seconded the motion which 

carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes votes - Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, 

Silvers, Ervin, Buchanan, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Dykes introduced David Crockett High School track coach Leigh Ann Rowe.  Ms. Rowe 

introduced Brianna Roy and Addisyn Rowe who were both All-State Champions.   

 

The Director introduced Washington County 4-H Director Connie Sharp.  Ms. Sharp gave a 

presentation of the activities and accomplishments achieved by students within the past year 

through the 4-H program.  Ms. Sharp then introduced Grace Kellner and Kaleigh Amburgey.  

The students recited speeches they had written. 

 

The Director introduced Charles Spencer, with the TVA.  Mr. Spencer presented a $6,000 check 

to be distributed to South Central, Grandview, Jonesborough Middle, Sulphur Springs, 

Ridgeview, and Gray to support the science instruction of those schools. 

 

Following a five minute recess, Mr. Ganger called the meeting back to order. 

 

Mr. Dykes called on Dr. Karla Kyte.  Dr. Kyte presented a report on the 2014 – 2015 TCAP K-

12 results.  She noted that Washington County Schools rated highest in Math and 

Reading/Language Arts compared to surrounding county school systems.  Dr. Kyte also reported 

on grades 9-12 EOC results.  She noted that in Algebra I 66% of students were proficient or 

advanced; there was a decline in Algebra II and Biology I.  She continued there was an increase 

in Chemistry, English I, II, and III. She said Washington County ranked #1 in Chemistry and 

English III among area county school systems. 

 



The Director informed the Board the school system is in the process of applying for the TSBA 

Award of Excellence in recognizing the Innovation for student or rural education in Tennessee – 

a collaborative effort of educators between the high schools and led by Dr. Ginger Christian in 

creating a virtual freshman academy. 

 

Mr. Dykes shared news articles from the month of July featuring the school system. 

 

The Chairman called on Dwayne Price. 

 

Mr. Price addressed the Board opposing the retention of his son in kindergarten.   

 

Mr. Ervin presented the Bid Review Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report. 

Mr. Masters seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote.  

 

Mr. Ervin moved for approval of the Committee’s recommendation to award Advance Auto 

Parts the purchase, delivery, set up, and training of one new tire changer on low bid of 

$12,900.00.  Mr. McLain seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  

yes votes – McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Ervin moved for approval of the Committee’s recommendation to accept the withdrawal 

from Express Signs for the Message Center Sign Project and to rebid the project by an architect, 

bidding two signs with options for four additional signs.  Mr. Masters seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. McLain moved to amend the motion to include that the sign project is based upon the 

Ridgeview Elementary and Grandview Elementary standard including the size.  Ms. Silvers 

seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Leonard, 

Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Mabe, and Ganger. 

 

The original motion as amended carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes votes – Masters, 

Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Ervin made a motion to hold a lottery draw, one on each side of the county, to determine the 

schools to obtain the first signs.  Mr. Ganger seconded the motion which carried without 

opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Mabe, 

Leonard, Masters, and Ganger. 

 

(Show Bid Review Committee Report) 

 

Mr. McLain presented the Finance Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Ms. Buchanan seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the General Fund Financial Statement for the month of June.  

Ms. Silvers seconded the motion which carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes votes – 

Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Buchanan, and Ganger.  

 



Mr. McLain moved for approval of the Federal Fund Financial Statement for the month of June.  

Mr. Masters seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – 

Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Buchanan, Leonard, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval for Grandview Elementary to enter into a three year copier lease 

with Saratoga Technology.  Ms. Buchanan seconded the motion which carried unanimously on 

roll call vote:  yes votes – Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Buchanan, Leonard, 

Masters, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the proposed adjusted 2015 – 2016 salary schedule which 

included a 2% salary increase, elimination of Plan A, retention of current annual step increase, 

and adjusting the salary schedule to ensure compliance.  Ms. Silvers seconded the motion which 

carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes - Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Ervin, 

Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Mabe, and Ganger. 

 

(Show Finance Committee Report) 

 

Mr. McLain provided an oral report from the Special Committee for the search of a new Director 

of Schools and moved for approval of the report.  Mr. Ervin seconded the motion which carried 

without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval to utilize TSBA and Plan 2 at the rate of $8500 for the Director 

of Schools’ search.  Mr. Ervin seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call 

vote:  yes votes – Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Mabe, Leonard, and 

Ganger. 

 

Dr. Susan Kiernan presented two business advertisements that would be placed on eight school 

buses for the Board’s consideration. 

 

Ms. Silvers moved for approval of the two advertisements.  Mr. Masters seconded the motion 

which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Ervin, Hammond, McLain, 

Buchanan, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, and Ganger. 

 

There was not a representative from WCEA present. 

 

Round Table Discussion: 

 

McLain Proud of the two track girls from David Crockett High School. 

 The 4-H students did a great job on their speeches. 

 It is great to receive the check from TVA. 

 I enjoyed attending Summer Law. 

  

Mabe I’m sorry I could not attend the meeting in person.  I appreciate Mr. Dykes in 

arranging the Facetime set up so that I may be a part of the meeting. 

 

 



Silvers I’m so proud of the David Crockett High School track students, they did so well. 

 Great job by the 4-H students presenting the speeches. 

 I’m proud of the TCAP results. 

 Opening day was wonderful.  Mr. Dykes did a fantastic job. 

    

Hammond I always enjoy seeing what the students are doing and seeing their successes. 

 Good meeting. 

 I wish everyone a safe and successful school year. 

 

Ervin I’m a strong supporter of 4-H.  They have great leadership with that program.   

 My daughters are seniors this school year, dread this being their last one. 

  

Leonard I agree with all said. 

  Good meeting. 

  School year is off to a good start. 

 

Masters Enjoyed the 4-H speeches. 

  Good meeting. 

  Good start to the school year. 

  I enjoyed attending the new teacher luncheon. 

  I also enjoyed attending Summer Law, look forward to attending again. 

 

Buchanan Glad the school year is off to a good start. 

 

Ganger Appreciate the administrators attending the meeting. 

 Appreciate the Mr. Dykes with his timeliness in placing the new administrators. 

 Appreciate the county commissioners attending the meeting.  There were a couple 

that attended opening day.  It is hard to attend everything – appreciate them 

giving their time.  I would like to stress that point with this Board too, I know we 

cannot be at everything, but if we can all do our part to attend events that will help 

everyone out. 

 Fall District meeting is on September 21in Hancock County. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 


